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Dear Parents and Carers 

I feel very privileged to have been leading the academy as Acting Principal through this busy and exciting 

term.  As we move towards the end of 2021, we reflect on another year of unexpected challenges due 

to COVID-19 as it appears to be staying with us for the time being.  Despite all that we have encountered, 

Oasis Academy Silvertown students continue to fill us with pride through their learning, performances, 

competitions, achievements and strength of character.  The academy is the biggest it has ever been, 

with almost every year group completely full and our students more proud than ever to be a part of the 

Silvertown family.  We have very much appreciated being able to learn in our vertical learning coaching 

groups (Year 7-10) and being able to move around the academy again rather than learning in bubbles 

as we did last year.  It has also made a real difference to all of our students to be able to use the subject 

specific equipment for practical learning in art, science and music again.  

 

• Highlights 
Back in September we held our Open Evening for prospective Year 6 students and their parents.  As 
usual, many Oasis Academy Silvertown students were keen to volunteer and more visitors than ever 
before attended to see the school and meet the students and staff.  We have also very much enjoyed 
being able to go on trips again and made the most of our STEM and Healthy Living Enrichment Days 
which were full of visits, workshops and new experiences.  Our Year 11 Geography students were finally 
able to complete their field work and very much enjoyed visiting the coast for this just last week.  
 
It was lovely to see some of you at our virtual Autumn “Coffee and Catch Up” where parents had the 
opportunity to meet with myself and Dr Mundeep Gill to discuss assessments, reports and support for 
revision and exam preparation.  In the final weeks of this term, all of our students completed their 
assessments in each of their subjects.  We were very proud to see our students prepare for and 
complete their assessments with such focus and commitment and we look forward to sending out reports 
containing results of these assessments in January.  
 
Our work with West Silvertown Foundation (WSF) continues to benefit our students and helps us all to 
connect with our local community.  This term WSF have provided mentoring with local professionals, 
youth workers on site at the academy two days per week and have worked alongside us to begin 
planning the move to the permanent build. 
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• Alumni 
Our fantastic alumni have visited us frequently this term.  We are so grateful to have had alumni sharing 
their experiences with our students at our post 16 evening, our STEM enrichment day and at our Open 
Evening.  Just last week we held our first alumni event for the class of 2021; we are always delighted to 
hear how our alumni are getting on and love to celebrate their successes and offer support where it is 
needed.  
 

• Competitions and Events 
You will read about numerous competitions and events that our students have taken part in throughout 
this term.  We are thrilled that our students have played football matches, performed in a dance festival, 
submitted monologues to a competition and performed in local arts events.  
 

• Update on our Permanent Home 
As you will have seen, the new building is progressing well although our move date is now slightly 
delayed beyond February and we are now due to move at some point later in the Spring.  You will 
receive more detail from us in due course about confirmed move dates, opportunities to see the building 
and arrangements for transitioning to the new site.   
 

• Staffing News 
This term we have welcomed several new staff to the academy: 

• Zaynab Kadir as office/admin assistant 

• Vinnie Chadwick as site team assistant 

• Trey Shirley, Dwayne Knight and Pallavi Mehta as Learning Support Practitioners 

• Ashley Ellerby as a temporary Senior Leader 
 
We say goodbye and thank Nina Shepherd (Place2Be) for her many years of work at the academy, 
running a counselling service and supporting children with their mental health and wellbeing.  
 
We look forward to welcoming our new mental health practitioner in January, Patience Mlangeni.  We 
also look forward to welcoming back Ms Gemma Perry, Dean of Students.    
 

• Return to the academy in January 
In January, our staff will return for an INSET day on Tuesday 04 January before we reopen for students 
on Wednesday 05 January.  Please carefully check the dates for returning to the academy below.  
 
Wednesday 05 January:  

• Year 10 and 11 will return to the academy for a lateral flow test as well as usual lessons 

• Year 7, 8 and 9 will complete remote learning set on Show My Homework and attend the academy only 
for a lateral flow test at the following times:  

• Year 7: 10:30-11:30 

• Year 8: 11:30-12:30 

• Year 9: 13:15-14:15 
 
Thursday 06 January: 

• All students will attend the academy at their usual times, arriving between 8:20-8:28 and being dismissed 
at 15:15. 
 
Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your support of the academy, and I wish you 
and your family a restful, peaceful and safe holiday period.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Ms Emily Boxer 
Acting Principal 
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New Build Branding 
 
Despite the slight delay to the proposed move 
date, we are pleased to see the building 
progressing well.  The academy leadership team 
have started to visit the new building regularly in 
order to plan the move.  See the photo of Mr 
Gordon on a recent visit! 
 

 
Mr James Gordon visiting our new building this month 

 

 
Progress so far on our new building 
 
 

This term we have been planning the branding for 
the new building with staff, students and a 
professional branding company. As well as 
displaying student work, inspirational quotes and 
pictures of our alumni, we are looking forward to 
taking our 5 Be’s to our new building, with new 
logos to represent each of them.  Here are some 
of the designs that students have created.  
 

 
Khadija M - Year 8 – Be Proud 

 

 
Eduard I - Year 7 – Our 5 Be’s 
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Mariama K – Year 10 - Be Resilient  
 

The final designs will be revealed in the Spring 
term. 
 
Ms Emily Boxer – Acting Principal 
 

 

 

Aspirational Events 
 
This year, in order to further expand the 
opportunities of our young people beyond the 
classroom, we have been planning some 
aspirational events and competitions for them! 
Students will have the chance to compete against 
other schools in a range of areas.  The 
competitions will be academic in focus and include 
events such as Science and Maths quizzes, 
University Challenge and debating competitions.  
 
This term, we are running a Monologues Slam and 
have invited other Oasis Academies in London to 
enter into our competition.  We’re really excited to 
see what our students come up with!  They have 
been given the brief of entering a monologue of 
their choosing to perform.  This will then be judged 
using our Drama marking criteria to decide on the 
best monologue of all those that enter.  Good luck 
to all entrants from Oasis Silvertown, who will be 
competing against Oasis Hadley and Oasis 
Enfield in this competition. 
  
We look forward to sharing news of further 
competitions and events as the year progresses!  
 
Mr Harry Walker – English Teacher 
 

 

 

 

Black History Month 
 
In October we celebrated Black History Month. 
The theme this year was 'Proud to Be' and was 
inspired by Black Lives Matter.  We celebrated the 
contributions and achievements of Black and 
Brown people throughout history as well as 
hearing individual stories from those in the Oasis 
Silvertown family.   
 

 
Magdah A – Year 8 - BLM 

 
We celebrated Black History Month through 
assemblies, competitions, displays, lessons in 
every subject and homework projects.  A 
particular highlight was a special assembly where 
we heard from Symone and Allyson Williams who 
shared their experiences of living and working in 
London and being a part of the founding of Notting 
Hill Carnival.  We have printed some of our 
fantastic Black History Month artwork from our 
students here for you to see. 
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Anonymous 
 

 
Ayat O – Year 8 - BLM  

 

 
Anonymous 

 
Anonymous 
 
Ms Michelle Holmes – Art Teacher 

 

 
 

Healthy Living Enrichment 
Day 
 
Before October half term we had our annual 
Healthy Living Day. The aim of the day is to 
educate our students about the different sports 
available in Newham as well as the importance of 
a healthy active lifestyle.  During the day, we had 
many different activities running that our students 
wouldn't normally experience such as Yoga, 
Futsal and Kick Boxing.  We had several external 
providers come in to lead sessions and all 
students were involved and enjoyed the whole 
day.  We in the PE department are really looking 
forward to Healthy Living Day 2022 already and 
cannot wait to get more and more sports going in 
the school and in particular we are looking forward 
to doing this in our brand new building.   
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Students enjoying their run, on Health Living Enrichment Day 
 
Mr Sam Polston – PE Teacher 
 

 
 
Alumni Catch Up Event 
 
On Wednesday 15 December, we invited our most 
recent school leavers to the school for some 
Christmassy nibbles, music and a bit of a catch 
up!  I was able to sit down with a few former 
students, Max, Arnas and Michael, to find out how 
they have been since leaving our school family. 
  
Q:  What are you studying at the moment and 
why are you studying it?  
 
A:  Max – Harris Greenwich (bio / chem / hist)  
“I love learning about the human body and am 
working towards a potential medicine degree” 
 
A:  Michael – Harris Chobham (physics / maths / 
com sci)  
“I want to be an engineer when I grow up – civil or 
mechanical.  Physics is really fun – I love learning 
about how things work!” 
 
A:  Arnas – City and Islington (Chem / L3 medical 
sciences)  

“I’m considering a career in healthcare after 
college and think I’m in the right place to be doing 
that.” 
 
Q:  What are you enjoying about your new 
placement?  
 
A:  Arnas – “I’m enjoying the variety of science 
options at my college.  I am branching out in terms 
of my interest and exploring a range of job options. 
I’m really enjoying commuting into central London 
for my college.” 
 
A:  Michael – “I have loved meeting new, different 
students who do different subjects. I’ve also 
enjoyed the smaller classes with slightly more 
relaxed dynamics with staff.” 
 
A:  Max – “I’m at a totally new place and new 
people.  It’s been brilliant to make new friends and 
explore a new area as well.” 
 
Q:  What do you miss about Oasis Silvertown?  
 
A:  Max – “I really miss the small school setting 
and the ease of seeing a teacher and talking to 
them. It was really easy to get help at Oasis, 
whereas now we need to be more independent!” 
 
A:  Arnas – “We had teachers who asked so much 
of us at Oasis and were always there to support 
us and answer our questions, regardless of what 
it was about.” 
 
A:  Michael – “I miss the range of fun activities, 
enrichment activities at the school.  My studies are 
so intense now with lots of focus on the future and 
I do slightly miss the extra-curricular side of things 
at Oasis.” 
 
It was amazing to see our former pupils at our first 
alumni event of the year.  We can’t wait to invite 
them back to see us again, and to find out all the 
great things they are achieving at their post-16 
locations.  Well done guys! 
 
Mr Walker (Alumni Lead) 

 

 
 

STEM Enrichment Day 
 
On Tuesday 14 December, we had our STEM 
enrichment day.  The aim of this day was to get 
our students excited and involved in different 
STEM related activities and enlighten them about 
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different STEM career pathways they can choose 
in the future.  The Maths department organised 
some of the sessions for this day to include 
Coding workshop, a trip to the Design museum, 
Geobus workshop that focused on space and 
fossils and a Maths game session.   
 

 
Students taking part in STEM day activities 
 

 
Students taking part in STEM day activities 

 
Students who took part in the Geobus workshop 
found it very exciting as they wore 3-D glasses 
during the session to look at different planets and 
fossils.  

 

 
Macro Photography – Photo taken by Andreea N - Year 9 

 
Students who visited the Design Museum had a 
tour of two exhibitions, that is, Designer Maker 
User and Waste Age.  
 

 
London Zoo visit 

 
Some students watched a famous Maths film 
entitled "The Man Who Knew Infinity".  The Man 
Who Knew Infinity is the true story of a friendship 
between Srinivasa Ramanujan and G.H. Hardy 
that forever changed Mathematics.   
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It was also great to have one of our alumni who is 
currently studying his A-levels at Kings Maths 
School London join us remotely for a short STEM 
talk and share his passion for Maths and the 
Sciences with our students. 
 
Mrs Coreen Grant-Nembhard and Ms Rosemary Davies 

 

 
 

Houses at Oasis Academy 
Silvertown 
 
This Year we made the decision to rebrand the 
House systems in school.  Students were given 
the opportunity to select the names of the new 
houses based on role models and inspirational 
individuals from all different walks of life.  The 
houses have been rebranded as Rashford - after 
footballer and free school meal campaigner 
Marcus Rashford, Boseman - after the late ‘Black 
Panther’ actor Chadwick Boseman and Malala – 
after Yousafzai Malala, youngest Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, was the final winner, our students 
found that this was a name that they wanted to 
keep.   
 
Along with new names, we have appointed 6 
house captains, all from Year 10 that were 
selected by their fellow classmates.  The new 
house captains are: 
 

• Sayuri and Patrick (Rashford) 

• Adina and Abubakar (Malala)  

• Lois and Eri (Boseman).  
 
Congratulations to all of them, I know you will do 
an amazing job this year! 
 
Mr Sam Polston – Head of Houses  

 

 
 

KS3 Globe Theatre Trip 
 

 
KS3 Globe Theatre Trip to see ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 

 
This term the whole of KS3 went to the Globe 
Theatre to see a production of 'A Midsummer 
Night's Dream' by William Shakespeare.  All of the 
students study this play in Year 7, therefore this 
was a great opportunity to see the play in person. 
The students said that they enjoyed this modern 
retelling of the play and that seeing it helped them 
to add to their understanding of the plot. 
 
Ms Karelle Charles – English Teacher 

 

 
 

Reading at BV Primary 
 

 
Year 9 students receiving training from Britannia Village staff on 
how to support younger students with reading 

 
Throughout this term a group of our Year 9 
students have been visiting Britannia Village 
Primary School in order to support Year 1 
students with reading.  It has been so exciting 
to help the younger students with learning to 
read and developing a love of books!  See our 
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students here receiving training from Britannia 
Village staff. 
 
Mr Cedric Hui – Literacy and Oracy Lead 

 

 
 

Year 11 Geography Fieldtrip 
 
On Tuesday 14 December, Year 11 GCSE 
geography students attended a fieldtrip to Walton 
on the Naze to investigate whether or not the 
coastal defences are effective in protecting the 
coastline.  Walton on the Naze is a small seaside 
town with a population of approximately12,000.   
It lies within a 60km stretch of the coastline 
dominated by the major town and port of Harwich 
to the north and seaside resorts of Frinton, 
Clacton and Brightlingsea to the south. The area 
also has a rich, diverse coastal ecosystem.  Sadly, 
due to the geology of the area, Walton on the 
Naze is at risk of erosion.  Students found that the 
most valued parts of the town are protected by 
expensive coastal defences, whereas cheaper 
areas had little to no protection. 
 

 
Students measuring the sand next to the groyne to see if it was 
effective in slowing down longshore drift. 
 

 
Map of the coastal area 

 
Students completing beach profiles. This enables students to 
check how much of the sand is being eroded away. 

 

  
L - Students completed drawings of the area they were 
investigating R - Students on their way to the beach to collect 
their data 
 
Ms Olivia Mukasa - Geography Teacher 
 

 

 
PE Sports Clubs 
 
This term it has been amazing to get PE after 
school clubs back up and running.  Mr Simons has 
done an amazing job organising clubs for Years 7 
-10.  We have been able to offer football, table 
tennis and basketball clubs. The Year 7 
attendance level has been absolutely amazing 
with several students attending 3 clubs a week, 
every week for the whole term.  We have been 
fortunate enough as well to run some football 
fixtures against other schools including Royal 
Docks for Year 7 and Year 8.  Next term we look 
forward to being able to run more fixtures and give 
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all students at Oasis the opportunity to be a part 
of a team. 
 
Mr Sam Polston – PE Teacher 
 

 
 

Science Department News 
 
The science department have been so proud of all 
of our students following the assessments in the 
last couple of weeks!  It has been great to be able 
to do more practical lessons following the 
restrictions on these last year.  This half term KS3 
students have made copper sulphate crystals 
(pictured below) and Year 10 completed heart 
dissections as well as investigated the effects of 
light on pond weed. 
 

   
Year 10 Copper sulphate crystals 

 
We have continued to set homework on Educake, 
and the current leaders for numbers of questions 
answered are below, these are some incredible 
achievements and show just how motivated you 
all are! 
 

 
 
Well done to all of those students – this shows the 
outstanding effort you are putting in at home!  We 

would also like to thank parents for supporting 
students with this home learning.  
 
For Black History Month, we held a poster 
competition and we had some amazing posters 
about black scientists created. You can see the 
winners below!  
 

 
Amidat O’s entry – Year 9 
 
 

 
Chloe S’s entry – Year 9 
 

 
Abdur H’s entry – Year 8 

Yr 11 Yr 10 Yr 9 Yr 8 Yr 7

Polina Liza Mar Ayomide Verity Muneera

1537

2637

754 777
399

QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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The science department wish you all a happy, 

healthy holidays and looks forward to seeing you 

all in the new year! 

Ms Davies, Ms Ahmed, Ms Patel, Mr Nuwertey and Mr Gordon 
 

 
 

Music Department Update 
 
It has been a busy term in the music department. 
Our students have had lots of fantastic 
opportunities to take part in.  There are two 
particular highlights that I would like to share with 
you.  The first was some of our Year 10 GCSE 
students working with the English National Opera 
on the ‘Finish This’ Project.  The project saw 
students given a piece of opera music that only 
told half the story.  The students then took part in 
a series of lessons where they learned about the 
different parts of a song before they 
collaboratively wrote and performed their own 
piece of music.  The English National Opera then 
brought a team to Oasis Silvertown, including their 
sound engineer. The music room was turned into 
a sound studio and our students performed their 
piece and had it recorded.  This will now be taken 
back to English National opera (ENO) who will 
combine it with the other schools who took part in 
the project.  The ENO will then perform the piece 
that our students wrote on stage at the Coliseum 
Theatre.  
 
The second project is just in it’s infancy.  We had 
some musicians from the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment and Newham Music come and run 
an orchestra workshop with our students.  Over 30 
students took part in what was the first rehearsal 
of a multiyear group orchestra at Silvertown. 
These students will be taking part in a series of 
workshops and trips over the next two terms, 
working towards a performance to celebrate the 
ten-year anniversary of the London 2012 games. 
Students will rehearse and perform with 
professional musicians, learn classical music, 
sing, compose their own celebration piece 
inspired by the Olympic Park architecture and 
perform at the Olympic Park in 2022. 
 
Ms Helen Hadley – Music Teacher 

 

 
 

 
 

ARRIVAL Performance 
 
ARRIVAL was a performance put on in Newham 
in October to celebrate the heritage of Newham 
and the people that live here, run by Impossible 
Productions: @im_possibleuk  
 

 
Year 8 & 9 students performing with professional beatboxer 
Conrad 
 
Students from Oasis Silvertown were invited to 
take part including Year 8 and 9 students who had 
been taking part in a beatboxing club.  They 
worked with Conrad: @rodiumrecods, a 
professional beatboxer, to put together their own 
performance. 
 

 
Year 7 & 8 students rehearsing beatboxing 

 
Our Year 10 GCSE music class were also invited 
to perform in the concert as a result of their taking 
part in workshops with Drum Works, a 
performance company that uses drumming to 
inspire creativity and empower young people: 
@drum_works  
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Year 10 GCSE students 
 

 
Performing from the Lightship 
 
Taking part in this performance meant going to the 
Millennium Mills site in Silvertown and working 
alongside professional musicians and performers, 
taking part in a dress rehearsal and three 
performances outside of school hours.  Some of 
our Year 10 students have since been invited to 
join drum works permanently by attending weekly 
rehearsals and working towards being a 
drumming group leader.  
 

  
Performing from the Lightship 
 
 

 
Our students performing with Drum Works staff from the 
Lightship 
 
Photographs taken by Don Blandford 
 
Ms Helen Hadley – Music Teacher 

 

 
 

Britannia Village ‘Carols On 
The Green’ 
 
On Tuesday 14 December our Year 7 and 8 
singers went to BV green to sing in their carols 
event.  They sang two carols which were very 
much enjoyed by the audience.  Many parents 
were there as well as other Silvertown students 
and students from Britannia Village Primary 
School and Royal Wharf Primary School.   
 

 
Year 7 & 8 Singers at BV Green for ‘Carols on the Green’ 
 
Our Silvertown students went the extra mile by 
helping serve fruit punch and hot chocolate and 
staying behind at the end to pack away.  It was a 
wonderful festive evening. 
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Oasis ‘Little Helpers’ 
 
Ms Helen Hadley – Music Teacher 

 

 

 

Winter Showcase 
 
On Thursday 16 December we put on our Winter 
Showcase.  Students and staff were all very 
excited by this, especially after not being able to 
run a showcase last year.   
 

 
Years 7 to 10 Students taking part in our Winter Showcase 
 
Over 40 students took part and performances 
included, Samba and Djembe drumming, singing 
solos and choir, drama monologues, Year 10 
band, Year 7 Toots (miniature flutes).  We had 
students from Year 7-10 taking part and working 
alongside each other in their performances.  We 
did the performance twice, one immediately after 
the other so that every student in the school could 
come to the hall and see it, as well as live 

streaming it to parents.  Although we were not able 
to have parents into school to be a live audience it 
meant that every single student was able to see 
the show which has never happened before.  It 
was an event thoroughly enjoyed by all.  The 
students taking part showed professionalism and 
resilience as well as showing the whole school just 
how talented they are. 
  
We had some more performances on the last day 
of school in our celebration assemblies, including 
more solos from some of our talented singers and 
our Street dance group.  You can read more about 
them in the Street dance article. 
 
Ms Helen Hadley – Music Teacher 
 

 
 

Street Dance 
 
This term we have had Rishan from West 
Silvertown Foundation join us to teach street 
dance every Wednesday as part of our 
enrichment curriculum. Year 8 and 9 students 
have been taking part in this and 5 of those 
students took part in a dance showcase at Oasis 
Southbank on the evening of 10 December.  This 
dance festival was the first of its kind and brought 
together 5 Oasis schools to showcase dance in 
each school.  It was a fantastic event and the 
audience thoroughly enjoyed Silvertown’s 
performance.  Many congratulations to Magdah A, 
Clara, Joel, Kiara, and Mariam G who took part in 
the performance. 
 
Ms Helen Hadley – Music Teacher 

 

 
 

Interview with 
Valentin Tahov Year 9 
 
Q:  What is the main sport you compete in 
outside of school? 
A:  Karate 
 
Q:  How long have you been competing in 
Karate? 
A:  I first started training around 8 years ago when 
I was 6 years old, and my first competition was in 
Barking in 2016. There are lots of different types 
of karate. The one I currently train for is called 
Shotokan, more specifically I do Kumite (this 
means grappling hands) so we are performing on 
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actual people as opposed to a visual 
demonstration. 
 
Q:  What inspired you to get into Karate? 
A:  There was a local club near my house, and I 
went along with one of my friends. I personally felt 
this club wouldn’t benefit me, so I found another 
club which I felt was much better, and this was in 
Beckton, and I have been training there ever 
since, although this stopped during the pandemic. 
After lockdown, I moved to another club as my 
sensei (in karate we call our coach sensei instead 
of coach) retired.  My new club is now based in 
Becontree Heath. 
 
Q:  What skills has Karate taught you? 
A:  They have helped me to develop patience and 
discipline.  When it comes to karate, you need to 
have a lot of commitment, this means that even 
when you are feeling down or tired, you need to 
make sure you still go to training or practice the 
key skills to get better. 
 

 
Valentin T - Year 9 - Winner International Karate Cup 

 
Q:  What are the main skills in karate? 
A:  Karate is all about self-defence and this is one 
of the key components taught, it is an unwritten 
rule that karate is only to be performed in the 
cases of self-defence as opposed to using as a 
method of attack.  Karate involved kicking and 
punching but there are literally thousands of 
combinations that can be used. 
 
Q:  What’s the biggest competition you have 
been involved in? 
A:  I have represented the UK in Bulgaria and 
Hungary.  I went to Bulgaria twice to the Sofia 
Open where I won the U13s competition, I have 

also competed in the U16s category in Sofia 
where I won the bronze medal, which was 
amazing as I was competing against older people. 
When I went to Hungary, I won the U14s category. 
 

 
Valentin T - Year 9 – Winner - Hungarian Open Grand Prix  

 
Q:  What are your ambitions for karate?  
A:  I am currently on the South East England 
regional team, I am going to the England National 
selection training camp in January, and if I am 
successful then I will be officially representing 
England in several competitions including 
National competitions as well as International 
competitions. 
 

 
Valentin T - Year 9 – Winner - Hungarian Open Grand Prix 

 
Mr Sam Polston – PE Teacher 
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Assessments 
 
This term saw all students sit formal assessments. 
It is so important for students to develop and 
embed revision techniques that work for them and 
hence why we ensure that students start working 
on this as early as Year 7.  Students were shown 
a range of techniques to use for their revision, 
such as mindmaps, questioning and condensing 
notes.  They had time during learning coaching 
and at home to really practice these techniques 
and prepare for their assessments.  We were so 
impressed with how focused and determined 
students were during the assessment period.  Our 
Year 11s had their mock exams and continued to 
be incredible role models, coming into school 
early to start revision before school, attending 
period 6 and showing the upmost professionalism 
throughout the mock period.  
 
The last couple of weeks of term saw students 
completing GROW lessons; these lessons are 
planned around the assessments and teachers re-
teach aspects of the curriculum that students are 
still struggling with and give students an 
opportunity to further practice their identified area 
of need.  Students are highly reflective during 
these lessons, really identifying what they’ve done 
well (praise points) and what they still need to 
work on (action steps). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of a GROW lesson with the student’s praise point, 
action step and improved work afterwards  

 
 
 
 
 

Students will be receiving their reports in the 
spring term with their results from these 
assessments included.  Students will receive a 
percentage score for each subject as well as the 
class average. It is important that percentages 
across subjects are not compared as the 
assessments are not comparable.  Reports will 
also contain effort grades, which will give more 
information in terms of how you may further 
support your child. 
 

 
An example of maths revision using Hegarty Maths 

 

 
 

  
A student revising using cover-write-check-correct to learn 
what is in their knowledge organisers 
 
Dr Mundeep Gill – Maths Teacher 
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Meet our Family! Ms Hadley, 
Music Subject Lead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Hadley 
 
Q:  What is your role at Oasis Silvertown and 
what does a typical day look like for you?  
 
A:  I have quite a few different roles currently.  I 
am Head of House for Malala and that is how my 
day starts.  I see all the students in my house 
every morning by visiting each learning coaching 
group, checking for the correct uniform and 
equipment as well as demerits in student’s 
planners. I have important conversations with 
students about wellbeing and behaviour ensuring 
that students are set up for a successful day. 
 
Then my next role is a Subject Lead of Music.  My 
days are filled with variety, from teaching guitar, to 
music technology, to djembe drumming, to 
singing.  During lunchtimes I either run music 
clubs like orchestra, or I have the music room 
open to students to come and use. They like to 
practice the drums and piano, and also use the 
computers to make their own music.  After school 
we have more music clubs or period 6 music for 
our GCSE students.  During the day I answer a lot 
of questions from students about how they can be 
involved in the music department for example, 
joining choir, starting instrumental lessons, or 
asking if we teach a certain type of music.  I love 

speaking to the students and answering these 
questions. 
 
My other role is Head of Enrichment and Extra-
curricular activities.  This includes overseeing all 
the clubs we run and making sure we have lots of 
variety as well as planning our Wednesday 
enrichment sessions and the Enrichment days we 
have every half term.  This requires working with 
all the staff in school and with lots of different 
people from outside the school to book workshops 
and trips.  
 
Q:  What do you love about your role?  
A:  I love making music every day and teaching 
the pupils how to be great at music.  I love 
teaching a student how to play something on the 
piano for example, seeing them practice and then 
the first time they get it right, they always smile.  
As Head of House I enjoy the conversations with 
students in the morning or in between lessons, the 
moments when you find out about a student’s 
favourite football team, or their favourite anime 
show.  I really value these conversations. 
  
Another thing I love about my role is the other 
people I work with.  Not only do I work with our 
excellent staff who are in every day, I work with a 
superb team of professional musicians who come 
in one day per week as instrumental teachers.  We 
have nine instrumental teachers currently, 
teaching a huge variety of instruments including 
singing, piano, trumpet and violin.  They are all so 
passionate about their instruments and they do 
such fantastic work with our students, giving them 
expert guidance on how to improve their 
performance.  
 
Q:  What are your hobbies and interests?  
A:  I cycle to and from work because it really helps 
me be focused for the day.  In the evening when I 
cycle home it gives me time to myself and helps 
me separate work from home.  
 
At the weekends I like to go to central London.  I 
really enjoy walking and seeing the sights, but I’m 
also a big fan of musical theatre.  I like to get last 
minute tickets to the theatre which are cheaper but 
still really good seats! If I want a day at home to 
relax I will probably play the piano a bit, or the 
flute, then watch a film and do a puzzle. 
 
Q:  Why do you enjoy working at Oasis 
Silvertown and what have been the highlights 
of your time here?  
A:  I enjoy working at Oasis Silvertown because I 
feel I am somewhere where people share the 
same values as me and everyone respects each 
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other.  Everyone I work with is fantastic and there 
isn’t anyone I couldn’t go to if I needed help or a 
favour.  In terms of the students, I enjoy that it is a 
smaller school because it means I really have the 
time to get to know every single student, and as a 
music teacher I teach every single one of them 
too!  The family atmosphere when you walk 
around the school is great.  I can walk up to any 
student and have a conversation and usually it will 
be the students walking up to me to start chatting.  
 
I have some big event highlights from my time 
here, performing at the Royal Albert Hall with Year 
7 students in 2019, taking students to see the 
Opera, taking students to perform in the recent 
production ARRIVAL, but also every week in 
assembly when a student performs.  Every Friday 
morning a different student gets up in front of the 
whole school and performs and this makes me so 
joyful and proud to work with these amazing and 
talented young people.  
 
Ms Helen Hadley – Music Teacher 

 

 

 
Meet our Family! 
Mr Mahamadou Tunkara 
Tunkara, IT Technician 
 

 
Mr Mahamadou Tunkara Tunkara – IT Technician 
 

Q:  What is your role at Oasis Silvertown and 
what does a typical day look like for you?  
A:  I am the IT technician for the London Cluster 
and mainly based in Oasis Academy Silvertown.  I 
check daily server backups for the Academy, 
watching out for any tickets raised by staff in the 
academy and national office, imaging and setting 
up laptops and iPads for staff and students. 
 
Q:  What do you love about your role?  
A:  I love working with technology and helping staff 
and students by being there and helping solve any 
issues they may be experiencing. 
 
Q:  What are your hobbies and interests?  
A:  My hobbies include playing videogames and 
watching football with my family and friends.  My 
two favourite football teams are Real Madrid and 
Manchester United. 
 
Q:  Why do you enjoy working at Oasis 
Silvertown and what have been the highlights 
of your time here?  
A:  Both the students and staff are lovely people 
who I love working with. The highlight of my time 
here is the warm welcome I received from 
everyone from day one when I first started here in 
the Academy. 
 
Mr Mahamadou Tunkara Tunkara – IT Technician 

 

 

 
MCAS Reminder 
 
We have changed how we communicate with our 
parents, as of February 2021 when we rolled out 
the My Child At School App (MCAS). We are 
asking all parents to follow the instructions, 
provided in this link to our website, 
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/academ
y-life/my-child-at-school-mcas to access step by 
step details on how to install the app on your 
phones, laptop or desktop. This will give you 
access to and allow you to receive;  
 
• Messages from us  
• Letters and reports  
• Update your contact information  
• Grant permission/consent  
• View your child’s attendance  
• View your child’s timetable/classes  
• View our academic calendar  
 

https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/academy-life/my-child-at-school-mcas
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/academy-life/my-child-at-school-mcas
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We strongly recommend that you use the mobile 
phone app, as this will send notifications to you 
immediately to alert you of new communications 
sent by the Academy, whereas laptops and 
desktops, do not have this notification option.  By 
signing up with the app, it will be more convenient 
for you to access information, and we will be able 
to save money on text message fees and printing 
costs. 
 
If you require assistance please contact the 
academy on office@oasissilvertown.org and we 
will be happy to support you. 
 
Mrs Anna DuCran – PA to the Principal 
 

 
 
 

ParentPay 
 

 
 
We are a cashless school and do not accept any 
cash payments onsite.  Instead we use ParentPay 
a handy app which allows parents to pay for a 
variety of items including, school uniform, trips, 
music lessons and school meals, to name a few.  
If you have not yet activated your ParentPay 
account please can we ask that you do so, for 
ease of payment for any items your child may 
need in the future. 
 

 
To ensure that your child receives a school meal 
on the day they choose, all accounts must be in 
credit.   
 

1. Set yourself a reminder on Sunday evening to 
check and top up your account for your child’s 
school meal. 
 
2. Credit your account with enough funds to last 
the week.  Meals per day cost £2.30 and meals for 
the full week cost £11.50.   
 
If you require assistance with this please contact 
the academy on office@oasissilvertown.org and 
we will be happy to support you.  If you are 
experiencing financial difficulties, please contact 
the academy to speak directly to a member of the 
Leadership Team, who will be able to offer advice 
and support. 
 
What if I qualify for FSM (Free School Meals)? 
If you believe that your child/ren may qualify for 
entitlement to Free School Meals please visit our 
website; 
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploade
d/Silvertown/News_and_Events/Letters_Home/2
020-
2021/Is_your_child_eligible_for_free_school_me
als.pdf or contact the office for more details by 
emailing Mahfuz.rahman@oasissilvertown.org, 
who will be able to assist you further.  This 
allowance is a statutory right and it is important 
that you use it if you qualify. 
 
Mrs Anna DuCran – PA to the Principal 
 

 
 

COVID-19 Update 
 
If you have already provided consent for your child 

to be tested you do not need to provide this 

again.  If you have not yet provided consent for 

your child to receive on-site lateral flow tests, 

please do consider giving your consent for your 

child in this form – 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.as

px?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe-

ykLj8TD0BKoRqVorU7QLtUMlRIWUY2OEZERk

JWSUEyVE1DVUQ1SThGMi4u 

In addition, those pupils who consent should 
continue to take two LFD tests each week at home 
in the new term.  If and when the government 
reviews this we will contact you. 
  
Students with a positive LFD test result should 
self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance. 
They will also need to get a free PCR test to check 

mailto:office@oasissilvertown.org
mailto:office@oasissilvertown.org
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/News_and_Events/Letters_Home/2020-2021/Is_your_child_eligible_for_free_school_meals.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/News_and_Events/Letters_Home/2020-2021/Is_your_child_eligible_for_free_school_meals.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/News_and_Events/Letters_Home/2020-2021/Is_your_child_eligible_for_free_school_meals.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/News_and_Events/Letters_Home/2020-2021/Is_your_child_eligible_for_free_school_meals.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/News_and_Events/Letters_Home/2020-2021/Is_your_child_eligible_for_free_school_meals.pdf
mailto:Mahfuz.rahman@oasissilvertown.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe-ykLj8TD0BKoRqVorU7QLtUMlRIWUY2OEZERkJWSUEyVE1DVUQ1SThGMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe-ykLj8TD0BKoRqVorU7QLtUMlRIWUY2OEZERkJWSUEyVE1DVUQ1SThGMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe-ykLj8TD0BKoRqVorU7QLtUMlRIWUY2OEZERkJWSUEyVE1DVUQ1SThGMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fe-ykLj8TD0BKoRqVorU7QLtUMlRIWUY2OEZERkJWSUEyVE1DVUQ1SThGMi4u
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if they have COVID-19.  Whilst awaiting the PCR 
result, they should continue to self-isolate. 
  
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the 
positive LFD test, and is negative, it overrides the 
self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to 
school, as long as the individual doesn’t have 
COVID-19 symptoms. 
 

FACE COVERINGS IN JANUARY 
The COVID-19 situation continues to change 
rapidly.  In light of rising cases across the country, 
Oasis Community Learning has asked for all 
Oasis secondary students to be strongly 
encouraged to wear a face covering in the 
classroom as well as in communal areas when 
they return to school in January (unless they are 
exempt).   
 
This is a temporary precaution from the beginning 
of next term which will be reviewed after the first 
two weeks.  We are asking for your support in 
encouraging your child to wear their face covering 
around the Academy to reduce the risk of 
transmission after the holidays.  
 
NHS TEST AND TRACE 
The government have introduced a change in 
what they would like you to do should you or your 
child be a close contact of someone that has a 
confirmed case of COVID-19.  You can read the 
government’s guidance by searching ‘gov.uk 
contacts confirmed coronavirus.’ 
 
They are asking adults and children (aged 5 and 
over) to take lateral flow tests for 7 days should 
they be notified that they have been in contact with 
a confirmed case.   
 
If NHS Test and Trace contact you to say that your 
child is a close contact of someone who has 
COVID-19, they will ask for your child to take a 
lateral flow test every day for 7 days.   
   
After each test you will be asked to report the 
results online. 
- If they test negative, they can continue to 
 attend school  
- If they test positive, they should self-isolate and 
 order a PCR test  
 

o If the PCR is positive, they must self-isolate 
for 10 days.  

o If the PCR test is negative, they no longer 
need to self-isolate but should continue to 
carry out the remainder of the daily tests, 
and only need to isolate if it is positive.  

Lateral flow tests are available from the academy, 
through community test sites, local pharmacies or 
online here.  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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servuces 

 

  

  

At Silvertown, we are committed to supporting all of our students and their families during these uncertain and 
challenging times. If you feel that anyone in your family needs to talk to someone, seek support from a service 
or find out more details on what is available, we hope the providers listed below will help address your needs. 
 

If you or your family are in immediate danger, please contact the emergency services by dialling 999. If you are 
concerned about the safety or welfare of a child, please contact Newham MASH: 
https://families.newham.gov.uk/kb5/newham/directory/family.page?familychannel=7   
 

Name of the 
service 

What does the service offer? Contact Details 

National 
Online 
Safety 

A breadth of interactive services, which 
parents can access to support with 
parenting, mental health, wellbeing and 
other useful tips during self-isolation and 
government guidance. This service also 
offers an instant messaging app to support 
you with your questions and queries 

Website 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides 
 

General enquires  
hello@nationalonlinesafety.com 
 

Telephone 0800 368 8061 

Newham 
Council 

Where to find help is set out on the 
council’s website. 

Website  
https://www.newham.gov.uk/ 
 

Telephone 
0208 430 2000 (Mon-Fri, 8.30-5pm) 

Childline A service which is available for all children 
to use for support on managing anxiety, 
domestic abuse, helping a friend, reporting 
online abuse, depression, boosting your 
mood and eating habits. This service also 
has an instant messaging service which is 
designed to help navigate you to the right 
areas and seek the support you need. 

Website https://www.childline.org.uk 
 

Telephone 0800 1111 

Family 
Lives 

Support for parents on mental health, 
relationships, bullying, development and 
more. This service offers a phone line 
service and an additional skype service 
too. This service is operational between 
the hours of 9am – 9pm Monday to Friday 
and 10am – 3pm on Saturday and Sunday. 

Website www.familylives.org.uk Telephone 
0808 800 2222 
Skype 
www.skype.com (open Skype Dialler and call 
0808 800 2222) 

Yellow Door A service, which is available for children to 
access and gain the support from domestic 
and sexual abuse. The helplines are open 
between 12:00 – 3pm Monday – Friday 
and equally offers a Polish service by 
calling 02380 636313 within the same 
timings. 

Website https://www.yellowdoor.org.uk 
 

Telephone 02380 636313 

 

Services for Families 

https://families.newham.gov.uk/kb5/newham/directory/family.page?familychannel=7
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
mailto:hello@nationalonlinesafety.com
https://www.newham.gov.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.skype.com/
https://www.yellowdoor.org.uk/
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Simon Says A service, which is designed to help 
children and young people affected by 
bereavement. You can also sign up and 
follow Simon Says via Facebook. 

Website www.simonsays.org.uk 
 

Telephone 02380 647550 

Scams Please be aware that there are a number 
of scams at the moment. Please take care. 

Government Website 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/be- 
vigilant-against-coronavirus-scams 

HeadStart HeadStart Newham is a mental health 
service improving lives for young people 
and families in Newham. The service is 
funded by The National Lottery 
Community Fund and delivered in 
partnership with The London Borough of 
Newham. 

Website: 
https://www.headstartnewham.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
Telephone 
020 33739983 E:  

Kooth Kooth, from XenZone, is an online 
counselling and emotional well-being 
platform accessible through mobile, tablet 
and desktop and free at the point of need. 

Website: 
https://www.kooth.com/ 

Place2Be Place2Be is a children's mental health 
charity with over 25 years' experience 
working with pupils, families and staff in 
UK schools. They provide mental health 
support. 

Website: 
https://www.place2be.org.uk 
 
Text help to 85258 
 

West 
Silvertown 
Foundation 

Relieve people in need and hardship 
Encourage healthy living 
Advance life-long learning 
Celebrate the arts and our rich cultural and 
historic heritage 
Help to create a vibrant and sustainable 
social and physical environment 

Website: 
https://wsfroyaldocks.org/ 

Local 
Information 

Newham has created a database on the 
OASLinked website where you can search 
for help, guidance and service. Here, you 
can find information and support on: 
 
• Food bank 
• Food parcels 
• Support services 
• Helplines 
• Community based support groups 
• Debt management  

Website  
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/upl
oaded/Silvertown/Academy_Life/Safeguardi
ng/Covid_19/Support_for_Newham_Families
.pdf 

Internet 
matters.org 

Internet matters guide on; 
 

• Getting screen time balances 

• Screen time age guides 

• Parent’s tope screen time tips 
 
Get tips on learning safe internet access 
for your child. 

Website: 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/scree
n-time 
 

 

http://www.simonsays.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/be-
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/be-vigilant-against-coronavirus-scams
https://www.headstartnewham.co.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://wsfroyaldocks.org/
https://www.solinked.org.uk/
https://www.solinked.org.uk/
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/Academy_Life/Safeguarding/Covid_19/Support_for_Newham_Families.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/Academy_Life/Safeguarding/Covid_19/Support_for_Newham_Families.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/Academy_Life/Safeguarding/Covid_19/Support_for_Newham_Families.pdf
https://www.oasisacademysilvertown.org/uploaded/Silvertown/Academy_Life/Safeguarding/Covid_19/Support_for_Newham_Families.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time

